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Metro District News- Pending Country Club Golf Course Sale

Heather Ridge Metro District No. 1 (HRMD-1) has been formed, a 2007 Budget approved, and officers/board mem-
bers seated. Its next goal is to establish financial stability and create bylaws for its board.

Its 2007 Budget is $25,000. This is the district’s first budget, so it was broadly drawn on estimated expenses suggested
by its attorney. Budget items include legal services, election costs, insurance, reserve fund and contingencies. At this
time the district has $15,000 remaining from last year’s fund raising and election costs, and no other funds are coming
in. For further information and accounting, please go to its website UAHR.org.

The 2008 Budget will be reviewed at its July 12th meeting, and that budget is expected to be approximately $17,000.
Once approved, the district will address funding its budgets. To support a proposed budget of $17,000, the estimated
average cost is $15.45 annually for each household in the metro district (approximately 1,100 units).

Funding options are basically three choices:
1. Donations by district HOA boards as a part of their annual budgets;
2. Funds raised by bake sales, wine-cheese parties, individual donations, etc;
3. A property mill levy (property tax).

At this time the metro district is going to each member HOA board (10 of ‘em) asking for a commitment to fund the
district as a line item in their annual budgets. In order for this to work, ALL the boards must commit in writing to a
certain amount. It is hoped all HOA boards will fund the request.

Secondly, funds could be raised from community activities, individual donations, and other time-consuming func-
tions. These methods are very difficult to generate dependable revenue and looked upon as the least desirable op-
tion.

Lastly, a mill levy property tax seems the most business-like and dependable option. If the metro board pursues it,
then two public meetings will be held to discuss the tax proposal followed by a special election. If voters approve it
by a majority vote of those votes cast, a property tax will be applied starting in 2008. If voters disapprove, the metro
district will have to seek alternative funding in order to survive.

And why is its survival important? Again, it's the Heather Ridge Country Club situation. As of May 1, its long term
pending sale from last year died. No explanation has been given. On May 10th, the country club announced another
sale to close in 60 days. Nothing has been said about the latest buyer, especially future operation plans.

The country club golf course was rezoned in December 2006 as “Recreational Open Space.” Its previous R-2 zoning
(which permitted condos) is gone for now. The 5-acre club house parcel was rezoned for condos and retail develop-
ment. Remember, zoning is a political function and with just a majority city-counsel vote the golf course could be
changed back to high-density housing. Heather Ridge citizens must remain strong and vigilant to prevent this from
ever happening. To do its job, the metro district must be viable and properly funded.
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